Hal Boyle: 

The Presidency- 
World’s Toughest Job 

. NEW YORK (AP)— Some notes on “the world’s toughest 
lob —the Presidency of- the United States: 

Despite the awful pressures of the post, 27 of the 34 men 
who served as president before Lyndon B. Johnson lived to be 
over 60— and three are still alive. 

Of the eight who died in office, four 
were felled by assassins. 

The most durable president to date was 
John Adams, variously known as “Atlas of 
Independence,” “His Rotundity," and “Old 
Sink Or Swim.” He lived 90 years, 295 days 
and died on the same 4th of July as Did ’ 
Thomas Jefferson, who was 83. 

The oldest president to die in office, 
William Henry Harrison, 68, “Old Tippe- 
canoe,” succumbed to pneumonia exactly a 
month after he took office , on March 4, 1884. 
He caught cold after riding to the capitol on 
a white horse in stormy weather and deliver- 
ing the longest inaugural message on record— 8,758 words. 

His successor, John Tyler, who served out his term, lived to 
be 71. Tyler had two wives. He had 15 children, the largest 
number of any president. Seven of the children were born during 
the 16 years he survived after leaving the White House. ‘ 

Of the three presidents besides W. H. Harrison who died of 
natural causes while in office, only one, Warren Harding, 57, was 
under 60. Zachary Taylor was 65, Franklin D. Roosevevlt, 63. 

At 46 John F. Kennedy, the youngest man ever elected presi- 
. dent was also the youngest to die. He was the second Democrat 
to die in office, the first slain while in power. 

The second youngest president to die was James A. Garfield, 
killed by an assassin at the age of 49. 

. _ Sixteen past presidents, including the three now living, sur- 

, vived to be 70 or over. Five made it to 80 or more, among them 
! Herbert Hoover. , 

Approximately half the American presidents had longer life 
spans -than their wives. John Tyler and Millard Fillmore each 
outlived two wives. Presidents Benjamin Harrison, Theodore 
Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson were survived by their second 
wives. 

Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy died in coma within 
a short period after being shot by assassins. 

Garfield lived for 80 days. Among' his last words were, “The 
.’people my trust,” and an exclamation to his aid, Gaskill Swaim, ! 
“oh Swaim, there is a pain here ... oh, Swaim!” ! 

President William McKinley lived for eight days after he was ; 
shot Sept. 6, 1901, at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo. 

As death drew near he said, “It is God’s way. His will be done, 
not ours.” Then in final delirium, he cried out, “We are all 
going, we are all going. Oh, dear.” 

Congress has taken several steps throughout the years to 
tide presidential widows through financial difficulties. 

In 1841 it voted Mrs. William H. Harrison $25,000, the amount 
of yearly presidential pay at that time. 

. . ft v °ted $25,000 also to Mrs: Abraham Lincoln in 1865. In 1870 
it granted her an annual pension of $3,000 and in 1882 raised it 
to $5,000. 

. tn the same year it also voted $5,000 annual pensions to the 
widows of James A. Garfield, James- Knox Polk, and John Tyler 
and an additional sum of $25,000 to Mrs. Garfield. ' ’ 

Pensions of $5,000 were subsequently voted to the widow's of 
McKinley, Theodore-.Roosevelt, Wilson, Coolidge, William Howard 
Taft, Benjamin Harrison and Grover Cleveland. 

. Since 1958, by act of Congress, all presidential widows re- 
ceive pensions of $10,000 a year; 



